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Al

Awash 1n a sea of synthetics

car tre. A [apanese iraffic cone.

Ten-year-old water jugs. Fishing

fipats from China and Hussin

Wiles of tngled fishing nets, This
s soene of the bounty found Masting in
the maddle of the Paciiic Ocean in nn aren
called the North Pacille subropical gyre,
whizh ligs herween Havwall and Califoc-
nln. Chanles Roote, sea capiain, sallor
and ocesn crusader, describes the area’s
combimdion of winds and cusrenias as
creating “n sont of iodletsbowl effect
whete you've gol o links bir of depression
In ehe méddle and o drealating cucrens
brings atufl from the edges inio the
CeEngre,”

Since 1998, Capt. Moore has bheen
travwiing the scean’s garhage paches (n
ks £k Sk Pl Spah. o

o ("l L |
fl::h: me very |.|I:|Jm:|: becmme I'm ba-
sically & maring mammal arsd ey habisat
is B cramhed,” e nays,

He came acyoes the gyre back in 1557,
as b was peturning homse froen & regatia
i Haveall, aned decded 1o tilee a dhorbeul.
The Merth Pacific subbropical gyre is an
area of flat calm that sallors 1o odkd

ke ihe plague. His crafl, however, was
el with twin diesels and an extm
fui dir, 80 he Besdod D o s cur-

rents colleet decades worth of garbage.
Far 10 stradght days, he couldn® ook over
the side without sesing plostic debris

Capa. Menro wawhl laiee learm that the
nren he hed crossed s also nmong
oceanographers as the “castern garhage
paich.” & verm colned by (he ecsanogm-
pher and world-leading expert on (oat-
ing debris, Cunils Ehbesmeyer. “Yoo have
to visualize (wice the siee of Texas swirl-
img around like the hand of a clock.” says
Profl. Ebbesmiryer.

When he examined several specimens
of jellyfish from the Pacific under a mid-
croscope, be saw bong slivers af flshing
line and chunks of shredded bags embed-
dhesd [ (i bodies. He also took pichanes
of afhatross chicks lRerally filled sdth
plastic hutde caps, lightees and balleans,

“People hove seen the mother birds
cough up a plastic toothbrush (o give o
the chicks.® says Capt. Mooge, “H's tragg-
™ A formner chemisiry major and veber-
an of o Shaies commane, Capt
Mooge has used his personal inberiance
froim his family's sulphiar pland to hind
his non-profit crganization, e Algalits
Manne HAessarcly Boundsian.

Ta quantify the gyre's syibetic soup af
deihrie, be began temwling the paich asing
wihat he calls o mants trsvd — Badeally,
metal wings with s loag, mpering sock ta
capiure anything over ane-chird of & mil-
[Emetre n size. He was shocked 1o discov-
er six pounds of plastic debass for every
pound of planiann.

The problem is not limited oo the Nanhb

A flood of junk is flowing into the sea — some to circulate
endlessly in currents, some to be eaten by fish, and then by us,
warns TV documentary maker IAN CONNACHER
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Capdadn Charbes Menne Doas pear ooran debria e far from lamd as it's posaible bo get = hadbsoy betvween Califormis aml Hawali,

Facilic subopical gyre: He's now mavwl-
B At the mowihs ol the Los Angeles ansdd
San Gabriel dvers, 1o learm where all this
plostic is originating and how it tmvels
Just o ligibe raim can weash i Erom the lans]
t ibe rivers and oo B0 open wader. 1L
dioen't talke 0 ot of min (o gve @ e kot ol
defirls, Bocause ahaig Wik the fala

coamhes (e wind and & lot of these tlaiogs
ame very light,” be says. “The Ssyrofnam
cups and the plastic bags nre our medem
neEnblmvesds,”

Adier 15 minutes, the rawl s brosght
oo the surface. Al firse, It doesn't ook Hke
ML — AiniE |Eaves, saityd plankton ahd
o few imsects, On closer Inspection, with

the light just rght, ose an soe (iny
sharils ol Bl plsk and wliie plasic
Thi steribaies that make plastic so
whigquitous ioday i s indestrucidhle,
waiertigl amid eney v shape — are the
VOry Foasons wity | tarmns up in the mid-
e ol the peenn, *Moo 1. bi doesn't blode-
prade,” explains Ann fellers, & resoarch

| “Thiz s a

biologist with the Algalis foundation
"0, 2 00 past gets mere Edsble and breais
into smaller pleces. As it breaks (@
smaller pleces, it becomss food for and-
mals with thee same sived moaih.”

What's wnese, rodeiin-hased plas-
tics are hydophoble — waler-repellent
— lHal lbu-gpuphi.lr_ which mezns ihey
aiiract ol 1emicals, sompe of whicls are
{oic, a8 palychlosinaced bipbenyls
of PCHa. These chemicaly sceamulaie in-
1o the fatty tasue of fish, and pass up into
msringe  mammals aml eventoally b
mzns. We'll eventually eat whai we ioss
iy thee sem

Capt. Moore sieers (e veisel past car-
= ships anchored in the bay and into
apen wailer. He's looking for a lne of
debeis called & *wisdeowe.” Wichén smifin-
upes, Syrofaam cups and plastc
perk begin to appear in @ lomg bine
siretching ot o sea. Excited, Capt.
Moore arders the manta el ino the
wilber.

Adver 30 mimues, the oawl is esnpried,
These's & plastic Pirwerade label, a plastic
Bk & s with sonmse planktos
atinched to i, ard & bandhal af pee-pra-
ductkon plastic pellie called “nordles ™
In & three-month period. Capt. Moore's
team has recovened maore than & milllon
nurdlis an Orange County beaches,

i more than two ions
. o make & hundned billion wmg:l::r
these pellets every year,” says L
Minare. “Every plastic rhﬂn scaris s life
as ome of these pelleti. And they cscape
froan facionies and make tedr way ino
the ocean. They're the most comman
coninminent on our beaches ™

Ao Kreba, director of communbmations
Jour thse Americnn Plastics Counctl |nslsgs
ithat respomaihility for this sea of synthe-
s dors nol e with his industry alone:
problem that we all share i
unsderscand, ¢ s ey and it's human be-
hainar the"s caasing ihis amoum of de-
bbris bn the ccean.®

Capé. Moore thinks ome reason hu-
miEs haven'l vl galvanieed armumd the
s of plmtics poflution |s thar ihe
DCEAns Are S0 vask, (s hasd 1o appteciale
the seale ol the problem — ar the effon
required 1o do something obout it “The
average depth of the scean |s over & mile
deep,” Capl. Moose points out

Menrwhile. ouf in the nled  benad
lrwrwny ms thie Nonb Pacific suliropical
gyre, the human-made bits keep switling
roaie] Akl rownd. Heaking eonironmsen-
tal problems on a scale foam one o 14, *1
wiolld ramk oll spills a5 & one.” sy Prol
Ebbesmryer. “Flasiic s & nine,®

Iam Comnocher {5 mn ossockare pracliseer
ar Dally Planet on Nseovery Chan e
Cruvacla, Soe meuseinea



